Advances in the treatment of small vessel vasculitis.
The systemic small vessel vasculitides encompass Wegener's granulomatosis, microscopic polyangiitis, and Churg-Strauss syndrome. The traditional approach to therapy, which incorporates cytotoxic drugs and glucocorticoids, is associated with a significant risk of relapse and treatment-related toxicity. The formation of multicenter collaborative groups has facilitated the execution of randomized controlled trials, and has led to the identification of several effective therapeutic options. This article reviews the existing data and refers to studies in progress that may answer some of the questions that remain regarding the treatment of the small vessel vasculitides.